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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A dual-domain microcontroller to communicate secure system management information, 
comprising: 

a satellite management controller to receive a request for system management 
information and to provide system management information of a computer board set through 
a bus interface; and 

a baseboard management controller to receive the system management information from 
the computer board set and to transmit the system management information to the computer 
; board set through a computer board set bus interface, wherein the satellite management 
controller and the baseboard management controller operate simultaneously on the computer 
board set. ; 

2. The dual-domain microcontroller of claim 1, wherein the satellite management controller 
and the baseboard management controller are both implemented in an application-specific 
integrated circuit (ASIC) located on the computer board set. 

3 . The dual-domain microcontroller of claim 1 , wherein the satellite management module and 
the baseboard management module are both implemented in a flash memory on the 
computer board set. 

4. A computer board set, comprising: 

a central processing unit; and 

a dual-domain microcontroller operating simultaneously as a satellite management 
controller to receive a request for system management information and to provide system 
management information of the computer board sets through a bus interface, and as a 
local baseboard management controller to receive the system management information 
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from the computer board set and to provide the system management information to the 
central processing unit through a computer board set bus interface. 

5. The computer board set of claim 4, where the bus interface is an Intelligent Chassis 
Management Bus (ICMB). 

6. The computer board set of claim 4, wherein the computer board set bus interface is a low-pin 
count bus. 

7. The computer board set of claim 4, wherein the computer board set bus interface is an 
industry standard architecture (ISA) bus. 

8. A Intelligent Platform Management Interface (IPMI) compliant computer chassis, , 
: ; comprising: t ? , , . 

a computer central processing unit; and 

a computer board set having a dual-domain controller, wherein the dual-domain 
controller operates as a central baseboard management controller to collect system 
management information from the IPMI compliant computer chassis and to provide 
system management to the computer central processing unit through a bus interface. 

9. The computer chassis of claim 8, wherein the bus interface is an Intelligent Chassis 
Management Bus (ICMB). 

10. A Intelligent Platform Management Interface (IPMI) compliant computer chassis, 
comprising: 

a computer central processing unit; and 

a central baseboard management controller to monitor the IPMI compliant computer 
chassis, to make requests for system management information from at least one computer 
board sets, to receive system management information from the at least one computer 
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board sets, and to provide the system management information to the computer central 
processing unit, wherein a computer board set includes a dual-domain controller to 
operate simultaneously as a satellite management controller to receive a request for the 
system management information and to provide the system management information of 
the computer board set through a bus interface to the central baseboard management 
controller, and as a local baseboard management controller to receive the system 
management information from the computer board set and to provide the system 
management information to the computer board set. 

11 . The computer chassis of claim 10, wherein the computer board set is a computer chassis 
motherboard. * ' - 

12. The computer chassis of claim 10, wherein the computer board sets is installed in a 
computer chassis system slot. 

13. The computer chassis of claim 10, wherein the computer board set is installed in a computer 
chassis expansion slot. 

14. The computer chassis of claim 13, wherein the computer chassis expansion slot is a 
computer chassis peripheral slot. 

15. A network of Intelligent Platform Management Interface (IPMI) complaint computer 
chassis, comprising: 

a first computer chassis including a central baseboard management controller to 
monitor the IPMI compliant computer chassis, to make requests for system management 
information from a computer board set, and to receive the system management 
information from the computer board set; and 
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a second computer chassis including a computer board set having a dual-domain 
controller operating simultaneously as a satellite management controller to receive a 
request for the system management information and to provide the system management 
information of the computer board set through an Intelligent Chassis Management Bus 
(ICMB) to the central baseboard management controller, and as local baseboard 
management controller to receive the system management information from the computer 
board set, and to provide the system management information to the computer board set, 
wherein the first computer chassis is connected to the second computer chassis via the 
ICMB. * 

16. The network of computer chassis of claim 15, wherein the satellite management controller 
and the baseboard management controller are both implemented in flash memory on the- 
computer board set. 

17. The network of computer chassis of claim 15, wherein the satellite management controller 
and the baseboard management controller are both implemented in an application-specific 
integrated circuit (ASIC) on the computer board set. 

18. A method of providing secure system management information on a computer board set 
installed in a computer complaint with Intelligent Platform Management Interface (IPMT), 
comprising: 

detecting a local event; 

logging the local event into a local system event log; 
analyzing the local event to determine if a command was issued by a central 
baseboard management controller requesting notification of the local event; 



PATENT 
81674-249726 

transmitting a local event message over a satellite management controller interface to 
the central baseboard management controller via an Intelligent Platform Management 
Bus (IPMB) if the central baseboard management controller requested notification of the 
local event; 

determining if local action is required by a local baseboard management controller 
due to the local event; and 

completing the local action by the local baseboard management controller if the local 
action is determined to be required. 

19. The method of providing secure system management information of claim 18, wherein the > 
Q local event was detected by a sensor. > 

20. The method of providing secure system management information of claim 19, wherein the 
% local event was detected via a private management bus. 

21 . A program code storage device, comprising: 

Q 

jjl a machine-readable storage medium; and 

Q machine-readable program code, stored on the machine readable storage medium, the 

rU machine-readable program code having instructions to 

detect a local event; 

log the local event into a local system event log; 

analyze the local event to determine if a command was issued by a central baseboard 
management controller requesting notification of the local event; 

transmit a local event message over a satellite management controller interface to the 
central baseboard management controller through an Intelligent Platform Management 
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Bus (IPMB) if the central baseboard management controller requested notification of the 
local event; 

determine if local action is required by a local baseboard management controller due 
to the local event; and 

complete the requested local action if local action is determined to be required. 

22. The machine-readable storage section of claim 21, wherein the local event is detected by a 
sensor. 

23. The machine-readable storage section of claim 22, wherein the local event is detected by via 
a private management bus. . 
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